
Smithville ISD Board Briefs
August 20, 2001

The Smithville I.S.D. Board of Trustees met in regular session on Monday, August 20, 2001 beginning 
at 6:00 P.M. Items discussed or acted on by members included the following:

A. Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget and Proposed Tax Rate

1. Public Hearing on the Proposed Budget and Proposed Tax Rate – The school is required by state 
laws and board policies CCG [Legal] and CE [Legal] to conduct a public hearing on the proposed 
budget and proposed tax rate. Mr. Thornell and Ms. Eaves made a short presentation of the proposed 
budget and proposed tax rate to the Board and members of the public. No one from the public spoke 
regarding the proposed budget or proposed tax rate.

B. Communications from the Public

2. Communications from the Public – Pat Wolfenson expressed her concerns regarding placement of 
students who have been participating in a non-accredited school (private, home school, etc.) into the 
appropriate grade level when they enter public school. The Board also heard from Melvin Melcher 
regarding his concerns about class ranking, G.P.A. and high school transcripts.

C. Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

D. Reports and Information Items

10.   New High School Construction Report   – The superintendent is preparing monthly new high   
school construction reports in order to keep the Board and the community informed. The current report 
was included in the board packet.

11.   Enrollment Report   – The superintendent reported current student enrollment information to the   
Board. As of the 5  th   day of school the District enrollment was 1,876 which is up 1% over last year’s   
enrollment on the same day.

12.   TAAS End-of-Course, Summer TAAS, and Brown Primary Testing Reports   – Board Policy   
EKB [Legal] requires the superintendent to report all assessment test results to the Board, with 
appropriate interpretations. Darnell Schreiber, Director of Curriculum, was present at the meeting to 
provide the Board with testing results and interpretation of the data.

13.   School Transportation and Bus Status Report   – The superintendent has requested a complete   
status report of the Transportation department for review by administration and the Board. This report, 
prepared by Mr. Hennesey, Director of Transportation, was provided to the Board and included the 
following: SISD Annual Bus Report, Inventory of School Buses, Inventory of Other School Owned 
Vehicles, and Transportation Personnel Assignment Report.

14.   Tentative September Agenda Items   – The tentative agenda items for the September regular board   
meeting are:
                      a. Approval of District and Campus Improvement Plans  
                      b. Site-Based Committee Membership Reports  
                      c. Class Size Reports  
                      d. Teacher Certification Status Report  
                      e. Review of Board Policy EIC [Local] Class Ranking  



The Board entered into executive session at 7:55 p.m. and returned at 8:22 p.m. with no official action 
taken.

E. Action Items

15.   Grounds Maintenance Bids   – In order to provide adequate grounds maintenance at the most   
economical cost, the District is considering out sourcing this service. Bid proposals were received from 
Faldyn Maintenance Service, and Dan Rinehart in accordance with applicable bidding law. Mike 
Wittrock made a motion to authorize the superintendent to negotiate a contract for grounds 
maintenance service with Dan Rinehart. Peggy Walicek seconded, and the motion passed 5-1 with 
Howard Burns opposing.

At this time, the Board tabled agenda item 16 and moved to item 20.

20.   Consideration and Approval of Bids to Purchase Two Vans   – In January 2001, the Board   
approved one new bus and two new vans for the 2001-2002 school year. The School District must order 
the buses in February in order to receive them in September. The two vans are not ordered that early 
since it does not take as long to get vans as it does buses. The 2001-2002 budget includes funding to 
purchase these vehicles. The Board questioned whether the District needs would be best suited with 
two eight-passenger vans, or with one van and a fifteen passenger bus. After discussion, Howard Burns 
motioned to approve the purchase of one Ford van and to obtain bids on a fifteen-passenger bus. Peggy 
Walicek seconded, and the motion carried 6-0.

The Board then returned to agenda item 16.

16.   Adoption of 2001-2002 School District Budget   – Mike Morgan made a motion to approve the   
2001-2002 District budget as presented. Mike Wittrock seconded, and the vote passed 6-0. The budget 
is $12,491,768 and is an increase of 3% over last year’s budget.

17.   Adoption of the 2001-2002 Tax Rate   – Peggy Walicek motioned to approve a resolution setting   
the tax rate at $1.7787 which includes $1.4617 M&O tax rate and a $0.3170 I&S tax rate. Mike 
Morgan seconded the motion and it carried 6-0.

18.   Adoption of Teacher Appraisal Calendar and Appraisers   – The Board must approve the district   
appraisal calendar and the list of administrators trained to evaluate teachers. Mike Wittrock made a  
motion to approve the list of PDAS appraisers, and the 2001-2002 Appraisal Calendar. Linda Rooks 
seconded, and the motion passed 6-0.

19.   Review and Approval of the District Crisis Management Plan   – Board Policy CKC [Local]   
requires each campus to have an effective emergency procedures plan that can be implemented on short 
notice and that will ensure the safety for students and school personnel. This plan is reviewed and 
necessary revisions made on an annual basis. Craig Williams made a motion to approve the revised 
district crisis management plan as presented. Mike Morgan seconded, and the vote passed at 6-0.

21.   Final Exam Exemption Policies for 2001-2002   – Board Policy EIAA [Local] permits final exam   
exemptions based upon criteria established by secondary campus exemption plans. The policy calls for 
the Board to annually review and approve campus exemption plans. Both secondary principals have 
submitted final exam exemption policies for Board review and approval. Howard Burns motioned to 
approve the final exam exemption plans for the 2001-2002 school year as presented. Peggy Walicek 
seconded, and the motion carried 6-0.

22.   Adjournment   – The Board adjourned its meeting at 9:15 p.m.  
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– Mike Wittrock entered a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Peggy Walicek 
seconded, and the motion carried 6-0. The Consent Agenda included the following:
3. Minutes of the July 16, 2001 regular board meeting, the August 13, 2001 special board meeting, and 
the August 14, 2001 special board meeting
4. Disbursements for the month of July 2001
5. Financial Statements for July 2001
6. Investment Report
7. Tax Collection Report
8. Award Bids on Band Equipment
9. Budget Amendments


