
Smithville ISD Board Briefs
November 19, 2001

The Smithville I.S.D. Board of Trustees met in regular session on Monday, November 19, 2001 
beginning at 6:00 P.M. Items discussed or acted on by members included the following:

A. Recognitions

1. Employees of the Month for November - The two employees selected as employees of 
the month for November are Skooter Halamicek, physical education teacher at Brown 
Primary, and Debra Salas, assistant food services director at the main cafeteria. They were 
present at the board meeting to receive recognition.

2. Outstanding Students for the Second Six Weeks - The board recognized eighth grader 
Timothy Lowery, son of Richard and Megan Lowery, as the outstanding student for the 
second six weeks from the Junior High. Kerri West, daughter of Roy and Laure West, and 
Dustian Colwell, son of Norman and Sombronah Koelmel, were recognized as outstanding 
students from the High School.

B. Public Hearing

3. Public Hearing - Academic Excellence Indicator System Report – According to Texas 
Education Code §39.053, every school district is required to publish an annual report 
describing the district’s educational performance on the AEIS indicators (and include the 
campus performance objectives), and to hold a hearing for public discussion of the report. 
Mr. Thornell presented the SISD AEIS Report to the public and the Board.

C. Communications from the Public

4. Communications from the Public – The Board heard from Tony Quitta, representative 
of the Smithville Education Association. He expressed a commitment to keep an open line 
of communication between the S.E.A. and the Board.

D. Consent Agenda 

Consent Agenda

5. Minutes of the October 15, 2001 regular board meeting.
6. Disbursements for the month of October 2001.
7. Financial Statements for October 2001.
8. Investment Report.
9. Tax Collection Report.

E. Reports and Information Items

10.   Report on Delinquent Tax Collections by Shelburne Veselka   – Last spring, the   
Bastrop County Central Appraisal District interviewed and selected a new law firm to 



represent the appraisal district and to handle delinquent tax collections. The firm is 
McCreary, Veselka, Bragg, & Allen with offices in Austin, Texas. Mr. Veselka was present 
at the board meeting to present a report on the activities of his firm on behalf of the district.  
Mark Boehnke, chief appraiser for BCAD, also attended the meeting to aid Mr. Veselka in 
his presentation.

11.   New High School Construction Report   - The superintendent briefed the Board on   
progress with the construction of the new high school.

12.   Enrollment Status Report   – Mr. Thornell provided the Board with a current report   
depicting enrollment status in the District.

13.   Tentative December agenda items   – The tentatively scheduled agenda items for the   
December board meeting are:

                        a. Superintendent’s Self-Evaluation.  
                      b. Board Goals Status Report.  
                      c. Fish Camp Report.  
                      d. Energy Audit.  
                      f. Action Items  

14.   Approval of the Annual School District Financial Audit   – Mr. Earcle Chappell of the   
independent audit firm Gindler, Chappell, Morrison & Co., the company who conducted 
the annual audit of the District, was scheduled to attend the Board meeting to present the 
results of the 2000-2001 audit. Mr. Chappell did not arrive at the meeting. Therefore, Craig 
Williams made a motion to table agenda item 14 until the December board meeting. Peggy 
Walicek seconded, and the motion carried 5-0.

15.   Resolution Authorizing Tax Resale   – On October 2  nd  , 2001 McCreary, Veselka, Bragg   
& Allen, P.C. conducted a tax resale for twenty-three properties in the School District that 
were currently in delinquent trustee status. In order to complete the sale of these properties 
the District’s governing Board acting in their capacity as trustee for the properties must 
authorize the tax resale by resolution. Peggy Walicek motioned to approve a resolution 
authorizing the tax resale. Mike Morgan seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.

16.   Appointment of Textbook Selection Committee   – Board policy EFAA [Legal] and   
EFAA [Local] outline the process for selecting textbooks for the school district. The 
superintendent is required to recommend a textbook adoption committee, consisting of 5 to 
15 members, to the Board. Mr. Thornell recommended approval of the following committee 
members for 2001-2002: Peggy Zion, Brenda McEntire, Linda Braddock, Patricia Leer, 
Kae Nelson, Donald Poe, Mercy Silcox, Seth Kenton, Robert Schima, Jeanne Devaney and 
Darnell Schreiber. Mike Wittrock entered a motion to approve appointment of the 
individuals recommended for the District Textbook Adoption Committee for 2001-2002. 
Craig Williams seconded, and the motion carried 5-0.

17.   Change Regular Board Meeting Dates for January and March 2002   – Due to   
conflicts between holidays and regular meeting dates, it is necessary to reschedule regular 
board meetings for January and March. Howard Burns made a motion to change the regular 



monthly board meeting dates for January to January 22  nd  , and for March to March 26  th  .   
Peggy Walicek seconded, and the motion carried 5-0.

18.   Voting for the Bastrop County Appraisal District Board of Directors   - In order to   
maintain representation for Smithville on the Bastrop County Central Appraisal District  
Board of Directors, the Board must cast its votes for a candidate. Howard Burns motioned 
that the School District cast all 546 votes for Mike Morgan by approving the voting 
resolution contained in the board information packet. Peggy Walicek seconded. The vote 
passed 5-0.

19.   Consideration of Purchase of a Record Storage Vault   – In order to provide a secure,   
fire-proof storage unit for District records, the Superintendent is recommending the 
purchase of a record storage vault. Mike Wittrock made a motion to approve the purchase 
of a record storage vault for $12,000 and amend the budget accordingly. Peggy Walicek 
seconded, and the motion carried 5-0.

20.   Consideration of Proposal to Replace Copiers District Wide   – Currently the District   
has 15 copiers leased from Xerox.      These copiers are beginning to come up for renewal and   
the Business Director has found another QISV vendor who can save the District money, 
while offering more advanced equipment and incentives. Craig Williams motioned to award 
a new copier contract to Premier Systems and authorize the superintendent to sign the 
contract. Howard Burns seconded, and the motion passed 5-0.

21a.  Employment of New Personnel   – The superintendent recommended employment of   
Karen Kisko-Low as speech pathologist for the 2001-2002 school year. Mike Morgan 
seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

21b.  Authorize New Special Education Aide Position   – In order to provide needed staff to   
serve our special needs students, it has become necessary to add a new aide position. Mike 
Wittrock made a motion to authorize a new special education aide position for the current 
year. Peggy Walicek seconded the motion, and it carried 5-0.

22.   Adjournment   – The Board adjourned its meeting at 8:50 p.m.  

– Mike Wittrock motioned to approve items 5 through 9 as listed on the Consent Agenda. 
Peggy Walicek seconded and the motion carried 5-0. The Consent Agenda consisted of the 
following:


